Deterministic Implication of

Diodorus Cronus’ Modal Theory

Yasuhiro WAKIJO

Diodorus Cronus (died c. 284 B.C.) developed a modal theory which influenced,
together with his disciple Philo's revised version, the Stoic philosopher Chrysippus,
who subsequently established his own theory on possibility and necessity. Diodorus’
theory was criticized for its deterministic implication by other Hellenistic philosophical
shools, including the Stoics. This research note gives a concise reconstruction of
his theory, and examines how and to what extent his theory implies determinism. If
we take into account the restrictions which were generally shared by the Hellenistic
philosophers on the acceptable forms of propositions, we find that it is not as easy as
it seems at first to demonstrate that Diodorus’ modal theory has decisive deterministic
implication. In view of this, we can understand why historical criticism in that period
was almost exclusively focused on the problem of counterfactual possibility, which the

theory of Diodorus clearly rejected.
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