Publicness and pursuit of self-interest in Adam Smith

Katsuya Yamamoto

Publicness has been a keyword of alternatives to neoliberal policy that effect badly
to the people’s actual life. Many peple feel a loss of publicness from our society and
the feeling disturbs us. But economics treat this publicness only as a business of
government, SO economics cannot suggest a way to protect publicness successfully.
This paper shows relation between publicness and self-interest in Adam Smith from the
context of history and thought background.

Our results indicate that Adam Smith’s publicness gives us a very important point of
view, but it is not enough to solve our today’s problem. And we discuss about thought
on the passions and the interests relying on an literature of A. O. Hirschman. Finally,

we conclude that we need reconstruction of publicness in economics.
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