Basic Mental Structure

in Japanese Contemporary Subculture of “Character” (1)

Djumali ALAM

This article deals with the "character-base activity" in contemporary Japanese sub-
culture. The character, in this case, has a specific meaning that is not necessarily same
as the general meaning. The character is not understood as the animate life or humanity
itself, but is rather regarded as the "form", "template", "model", "vessel" of animate
life or humanity. This article has considered the eight genres of contemporary Japanese
subculture, i.e. 1) "Dojinshi" (self-published magazine), 2) Figurine, 3) "Cosplay"
(costume play), 4) "Character Goods", 5) Game, 6) "Idol Fans", 7) "Vocaloid" (singing
voice synthesizer), and 8) Video-Sharing Website.

In analysis of the basic mental structure in the character-base activities, two big
cases from different world are very useful. One is a case of the "icon" of the Orthodox
Christianity. Another is a case of the old Japanese animal caricature "Choju Jinbutsu
Giga".

In the first part of this continuing article, the basic mental structure in character-
base activities which are demonstrated by the case of the icon and Choju Jinbutsu Giga,

was tried to applied on the case of Dojinshi and Cosplay.
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