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The Normalization of Happiness

and Private Deviations from It

Takuo Aoyama

Tatsuya Kashiwabata pointed out five features to characterize the happiness-unhappiness
distinction (Kashiwabata 2011). In this paper, I consider the difference between the
right-wrong distinction (i.e. moral good-evil distinction) and the happiness-unhappiness
distinction with the aid of Kashiwabata’s argument. Moreover, I clarify that moral realism
has an effect upon the happiness-unhappiness dichotomy, such that the dichotomy is made
similar to the right-wrong dichotomy. My conclusion is that there is the possibility of the
‘wrong happiness’ especially with respect to private deviations from the normalization of

happiness.
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