
 

Run!
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  Before long Eikichi came to my room. 

"Where is everyone?" I asked. 

 

[ tan sa ramd l n?] [ tan]

[ tan] 

where everyone?

I asked 

 

 

 

 

  About an hour later all four returned. 

"This is all we got." The dancing girl dropped some fifty-sen coins from her fist into the  

 older woman's palm. 
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ta

iejo

This is all we got 

 

 

 “ ”

 "A lot of students come to the island to swim, don't they?" the dancing girl said to the girl  

   with her. 

       I turned back toward them. "In the summer, right?" 

       The dancing girl was flustered. "In the winter, too," I thought I heard her answer softly. 

       "In the winter, too?" I asked. 
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[j r mida]

j r miget o

[kj ul] e to

in the summer in the winter in the summer

winter in the summer in the winter in the 

summer, right? tag question right

in the winter  too 

 

 

 

 

 

 Five or six miners were looking after the old woman. I was pleased to accept the task. 

        "Thank you. We're counting on you." 

 

puthakhane t al

t al
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we 

 

 

 

 

  She put on her costume. 

        "I'll be back soon, so please wait. And read the rest to me." 

        Out in the hallway she bowed low. 

 "I'll return soon." 

 

tanida oda

 

—

 

 “ ”

“ ”

“ ”
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  "You were having quite a time last night. The drum was going until late." 

       "What? You could hear it?"

       "Yes, I could." 

 

jo

 

 

 

 

   "The teeth will break," the woman warned her. 

        "It's okay. I'll get a new one in Shimoda." 
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kw nt hanajo

be

 

 

 

 "What do you think? Shall we just forget about it and have a good time instead?" 

"That would be wonderful." 

 

ait oa ai t oa

kamsahamnida

That 

wonderful 
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  "Here. It's a walking stick. I pulled out the thickest one. " 

"You can't do that. If someone sees him with the thickest one, they'll know we stole it…"  

Eikichi said. 

 

andweda

that

 

 

 

 “ ”
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  "He's an upper-school student," the oldest girl whispered to the dancing girl. When I  

 looked around she smiled.  

 "That's right, isn't it? I know that much. Students are always coming down to the island." 

 

[k g s lporagu] [k g t]

[r l] poda

[rago/ragu]

[k g poragu] [k g poragu]

 

isn’t it

 

 

 

 

 "The young student's indigo kimono certainly is nice," the woman remarked, her eyes   

    fixed on me.  

    "The pattern is the same as Tamiji's. Isn't it. Isn't it the same?"  
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[k r khuna] [ibwa]

Alexander

When tag questions are asked with a falling tone, they are more like statements: the falling tone suggests 

greater certainty. They ask for confirmation of what the questioner assumes to be true

Isn’t it

 

 

47



topic-prominent language
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recoverable

Stop! Why?

in the winter, too

in the winter, too too too

Quickly too

in the winter, too

J. Martin Holman. 1998 The Dancing Girl of Izu and Other Stories  Counterpoint  
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