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Michi KIGOSHI
Creating a database of early modern historical documents in preparation for providing open access to
local materials : a case study of the Hayashi Family documents at Yamaguchi University Library

Abstract : Early modern historical documents such as the documents of village heads receive a lot of use by
researchers looking for primary source materials on local history and culture. Because of the special nature
of these materials, specialized knowledge and technology are necessary to catalog them. This paper presents
a case study of how the Yamaguchi University Library was able to create a database of historical documents,
which have a hard time fitting into normal library operations, by developing connections with library
retirees and faculty and building a bibliographic database that reflects recent developments in archival
studies. The author will explain the challenges faced and results achieved as well as the significance of these
findings.

Keywords : local materials / records of commoners / cooperation with faculty / cooperation with library
retirees / early modern historical document database / archival studies / Yamaguchi University Library
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