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Report on Medical Education Training in
Onagawa Town, an Area Stricken by the
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SUMMARY

Two medical students in the third grade at
Yamaguchi University School of Medicine visited
Onagawa Town, an area stricken by the Great
East Japan Earthquake, to undertake medical
education training for disasters and community
medicine for four days in March 2012. Onagawa
Town had a population of about ten thousand
before the earthquake, and almost ten percent of
the population were victims of the earthquake.
The students stayed in the Onagawa Town
Hospital, which was partly destroyed by the
earthquake and tsunami. The hospital staff aided
the disaster victims and inpatients under the
direction of Dr. Saito, the director of the hospital,
with help from physicians from all over the
country in the acute phase. Now, in the chronic
phase of the disaster, the hospital staffs were
engaged in home care for victims in temporary
housing as well as general medicine. During the
medical education training, the students
interviewed outpatients, participated in
community events, and accompanied staff
conducting home care in the temporary housing.
The revival of Onagawa has been ongoing. The
hospital changed to the Onagawa Community
Health Center, named “Hill of Hope”, and started
providing primary care mainly by generalists and

family physicians.



