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SUMMARY

Denver pleuroperitoneal shunts were placed
percutaneously in two patients with intractable
hepatic pleural effusion in order to drain pleural
fluid into the peritoneal cavity. Both patients
successfully obtained significant relief of pleural
effusion and dyspnea. They were both allowed to

return home on a temporary basis as a result of
such improvements. There was no severe
complication, while one experienced delayed
wound healing and the other had postoperative
bloody pleural effusion. Both symptoms were
successfully treated with conservative therapy.

Insertion of pleuroperitoneal shunt can offer
effective palliation of severe respiratory distress
and remove the burden of repeated thoracentesis
related to hepatic plural effusions. Thus, we
conclude that pleuroperitoneal shunting can be an
alternative option in the palliative treatment of
hepatic plural effusion that enables patients to
continue living at home.

We present an overview of all the cases in
Japan that were previously reported the use of
pleuroperitoneal shunt in the management of
intractable hepatic pleural effusion and further
discuss what are the advantages and
disadvantages of this technique.



