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THE STRONG WIND ANALYZSIS ON THE SUO SEA COASTAL AREA
IN YAMAGUCHI PREFECTURE DURING TYPHOON 9918 (BART)
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ABSTRACT

Typhoon 9918 (Bart) passed through the Kyushu and the western part of Chugoku district on
September 24, 1999. The strong wind and storm surge disasters were caused by the typhoon 9918.
During the typhoon passage, the peak gust speed recorded at Ushibuka weather station in
Kumamoto Prefecture was 66.2m/s, which was the maximum value recorded at stations of Japan
Meteorological Agency in Kyushu (exclusive of islands). In the Yamaguchi Prefecture, the Suo Sea
coastal area, the result of our field study showed that there were 28 meteorological observatories.
The peak gust speed recorded at the Ube fire station and the Hofu north base were 58.9m/s and
61.2m/s, respectively. At the Fire stations in Ube and Onoda Cities, the wind direction changed
from the east to south and west. But, at Ozuki base, the wind direction changed from the east to
north and west. According to these changes in wind direction, it can be deduced that the typhoon
center hit Sanyo town, which is located nearly halfway between Onoda and Shimonoseki Cities.
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