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Task of Glocality Study: Geddes and Ward/Dubos

FUJIKAWA Satoshi

“Think Globally, Act Locally” is now a very popular phrase. Wikipedia on the
internet tells that the original form of it: “Think Global, Act Local” has been attributed to
Scots town planner and social activist Patrick Geddes.

Walter Stephen, who is the Chairman of the Sir Patrick Geddes Memorial Trust,
edited an anthology Think Global, Act Local (2004) and says that Geddes coined the
mantra in his Cities in Evolution (1915). But the word “global” does not appear in
the book. Geddes insisted both needs of regional survey in town planning and careful
application of comprehensive knowledge. His message was “Think Trans-local, Act
Local.”

On the other hand, “spaceship earth” and “global village” are the key concepts
of Only One Earth (1972) by Barbara Ward and René Dubos. Dubos is a French-born
American microbiologist and environmentalist, and is also listed as one of the candidates
of the first prophet of “Think Global, Act Local” in the environmental context. Their book
ardently indicates the need of the global thinking, though, the authors contrasted it against
the national interests. The contention of the book was “Think Global, Act Transnational.”

Historical survey of the environmentalism by John McCormick tells us that the rise
of the global thinking goes back to Man and Nature (1864) by American diplomat and
philologist George Perkins Marsh. Geddes admired the book as it “will long remain a
classic.” OED registers that the first use of “global” in 1676 and that of “local” in 1485.
The concept of “glocality” must be translatable to other languages, and the notion of it
may go back to the rise of humanity. The true task of glocality study lies in the search of

humanity in a glocal notion to comprehend it in a global context.
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“Think Global, Act Local,” in Wikipedia <http://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Think_Globally, Act Locally>. (2011/7/26) #S 3T
HEEQRERVEEA@FET” Origin in Town Planning: The
original phrase “Think Global, Act Local” has been attributed
to Scots town planner and social activist Patrick Geddes.[1]
Although the exact phrase does not appear in Geddes' 1915
book “Cities in Evolution,” [2] the idea (as applied to city
planning) is clearly evident: “ ‘Local character’ is thus no mere
accidental old-world quaintness, as its mimics think and say.
It is attained only in course of adequate grasp and treatment

of the whole environment, and in active sympathy with the

()

(1)

(©)

EE

essential and characteristic life of the place concerned.” [3]/
Note: [1] Barash, David (2002). Peace and Conflict. Sage
Publications. p. 547. ISBN 9780761925071./ [2] Geddes,
Patrick (1915). Cities in Evolution. London: Williams./
[3] Geddes, Patrick (1915). Cities in Evolution. London:
Williams. p. 397. 484" WikipediaQ i — 20K W 2
TN A QRIEHEWE DRI Y X
SABER YL HEPIUBXKS o UEEVRNMZ

»@° “Social organizer Saul Alinsky coined a valuable phrase

QIR Y D

for would-be activests: ‘Think globally, act Locally.””

Walter Stephen (intr. and ed.), Think Global, Act Local
(Edinburgh: Luath Press, 2004): 116. fX3MEE S RHE 12°
“Thus Geddes it was who coined the mantra ‘Think Global,
Act Local’ (in Cities in Evolution in 1915) - although most of
us would have guessed it emerged from Rio about 1994.”

B RINT X [HS0RE] QXD XEQhv -
UGEU R 200

80W/Cities_in_evolution>.

< http://openlibrary.org/works/OL636

Patrick Geddes, “The Influence of Geographical Conditions on
Social Development,” The Geographical Journal, 12(1898),
p. 581.
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Volker M. Welter, Biopolis: Patrick Geddes and the City of
Life (Cambridge: MIT Press, 2002), pp. 177-179.
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(AR 1100=<4)” D

foo K& 110—1111I"

Sk [EIeiEE]” HZ ) B (BEIEE |
KL E)” NENK BXE | RRPEFES—+

= DN HREE DO U Patrick Geddes, Cities in Evolution

(London: Routledge, 1997): 397.

S RINXT NE | R e

HS RIS A K® Geddes, p. 396.

M2 SIRXT NEO—E! I’

HE AR XT | REID® XX QE S “Learn

from Germany? Certainly yes! Imitate Germany? Certainly

no.”; Geddes, p. 206.

S Rk | Rme

S BIRXT 40 IK° Geddes, p. 43.
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| RP11E)°
the Care and Maintenance of a Small Planet (New York:
Norton, 1972).
N Wikipedia. U7 [NANZ - /N - K=K (I
OM) | S@RIIND Y A=
RAQUEMEREERNNA D - NHER—
NANKQEEKRN Y PN - Hod—=2
KESEERI AN AN~ -
KEQHKHKIFE( ~V¥ - { Ax—2 N (Hazel
SEEBERID R - SN K4~ (Saul
PR TR - D—Y AN =D o=y
RERRN - M=
QAMERMURIM I (T £ 2 [ RL 18w
D~ EHEE O 208 ) U ERINRIET ST
paRSICRVISINEV) e
| EEEH<FREEY N & — R B0
—O% D g [BERO @] 4 <O% [E5
Q B & ;Arzv”\\ééé.mmo.oC.Qnmbmﬁﬂioi%&a&m_nHmmov.
(2012/1/7)
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Barbara Ward, René Dubos, Only One Earth:

- No > — (David Brower)”
(Frank Feather) ~
(Jacques Ellul) ”
NN —  (Buckminster
Fuller)
Henderson) ~
Alinsky)

N — (Eugen Rosenstock-Huessy) ”
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(o2}
M

'] 1X® Ward and Dubos, p.
xvii-xviii.
HS DR —=4+ik A% X" | <IM® Ward and Dubos, p.
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XV.

HE DR —=+ik A% K" | EINK° Ward and Dubos,
p. 88.

HS DR —= 41k 1% X1 [{I° Ward and Dubos, p. 3.
HS DR —= iR 4K {(EH® Ward and Dubos, p.
30.

M DR == IR g X 11— = Ward

and Dubos, p. 217.

S DR —= ik A% KT
p. 220.

DR —2= VR AR XQHM [RDRWOR L] OB
POEFERV K XIMIFQEINQEFE R KEQ
[RLoU] Pigoen )l KRRV
Oxford English Dictionary, 2nd ed. (1989), “global”: vol.V1, p.
582; “local”: vol.VIIL, p. 1077.

Walter Stephen, “Think Global, Act Local —

1171 <M Ward and Dubos,

The Life and
Legacy of Patrick Geddes” 2o Stephen, p. 12.

Agenda 21, Section III: Strengthening the Role of Major
Groups, Chapter 28: Local Authorities’ Initiatives in Support
of Agenda 21 <http://www.un.org/esa/dsd/agenda21/res_agen
da21_28.shtml>. (2011/9/1)
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History and Antiquities of Selborne (1789).
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Sears, Deserts on March (Norman: U of Oklahoma P, 1935);
Frank Pearson and Floyd Harper, World’s Hunger (New York:
Cornell UP, 1945); Fairfield Osborn, Our Plundered Planet
(New York: Grosset & Dunlap, 1948); Fairfield Osborn, The
Limits of the Earth (Boston: Little, Brown, 1953); William
Vogt, Road to Survival (New York: W. Sloane Associates,
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| REOE)®
S =" NIRme
HE M= A HE KE— K

S v KEHAGED M- DA
FRMNTsmx =] (| RPN BESED T AN
NNQHIFEWE DY 2 30° Kevin Shea, “A Celebration
of Silent Spring,” Environment 15: 1. Jan.-Feb. 1973: 3-5.
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Ward and Dubos, p. xviii.

eI [Z80eR]” iEEN &R (EERR
| RYEE)°

HE O RAExT e

MR R RXT ] Dme

MR RA%RxT ] me

=l I N S EOR

fn RA%EXT ] ORIC

[ DH—%ER] AEEER (UMW | K49

o) 111 e

SIE



