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SUMMARY
Objectives : Purpose of this study was to clarify
the actual situation of cooperation between
nursery school and kindergarten, and specialized
support systems in the community for children
with autism, and to analyze the factors
influencing it using structural equation modeling.

Methods Relations between two latent
variables indicating strength of cooperation
between nursery school and kindergarten, and
specialized support systems in the community,
such as “institutes detecting/consulting autistic
children” and “institutes educating/treating
autistic children” , and three latent variables
influencing the situation of cooperation in the
nursery school and kindergarten, such as
"cooperation system among staffs", "behavior
problems of children with autism" and
"recognition of autism by child’s guardian" were
analyzed using a structural equation model.
Results : The "cooperation system among staffs"
was related to both “institutes detecting/consulting
autistic children” and “institutes educating/treating
autistic children” significantly (p=0.014, p=0.020).
It was shown that cooperation among staffs in
nursery school and kindergarten promotes
cooperation with the institutes.

Conclusions It is necessary to improve staff
cooperation system in nursery schools and
kindergartens for enhancing cooperation between
them and specialized support systems in the

community for children with autism.





