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SUMMARY

We conducted a retrospective study
investigating the clinical features, prognoses and
prognostic factors of 21 patients who underwent
resection of pulmonary metastases from
colorectal cancer.

There were 11 men and 10 women, with an
average age of 66 years old. The average interval
between the primary and secondary operations
was 894 days. Fewer than three lung tumors
were resected at each operation, the average
number of tumors was 1.29, and the average
dimension was 19.1mm. Fourteen patients
underwent partial resection of the lung,
1 underwent segmentectomy, and 6 underwent
lobectomy. One patient underwent partial
resection of both lungs simultaneously. There
were no major complications in the perioperative

period.

Five of the seven late deaths were cancer-
related, and the 5-year survival rate after lung
resection was 45.2%. Nine patients suffered
recurrence : in the lungs in four, the liver in four,
and locally in one. The disease-free 5-year
survival rate after lung resection was 29.8%. The
overall survival of eight patients with liver
metastases was poor, but there were no other
significant factors. These findings suggest that a
better prognosis can be achieved by performing
complete resection of lung metastases, although
further investigation of prognostic factors is

necessary.





