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SUMMARY

We evaluated the usefulness of computed
tomography ( CT) in diagnosing and
management acute appendicitis. We studied 133
patients diagnosed with acute appendicitis
confirmed by plain CT between March 2004 and
November 2008. Sixty-nine of these patients
underwent appendectomy, 64 were treated
conservatively. Recurrence of acute appendicitis
was recognized in 13 out of 64 patients treated
conservatively, and appendectomy was done in
8.

On the CT findings of 77 patients who
underwent appendectomy, appendicoliths were
shown in 50 patients. In 64 patients treated
conservatively, 14 patients had images of
calcified appendicoliths. Eight out of 14 patients
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with appendicoliths had small calcifications,
which were not obstructive in inner lumen of
appendix.

Inflammatory signs (increased WBC and CRP,
and fever) with positive signs on CT, including
calcifications, periappendicular infiltration, free
fluid etc., are useful in confirming the clinical
diagnosis and directing treatment (operative

versus conservative) of patient.





