Religious Model of Human-Animal Relation:

As Connection of Nature and Culture

Djumali ALAM

This article started from the basic question: when and why does the relation
between human and animal can be “religious”? The question and analysis is based
on the following major premise. Every single pattern of human-animal relation is
religious, because all of these works based on the relation of nature and culture that is
basic mechanism of the religion. Therefore, the real problem we have to solve is: what
kind of religious mechanism could be represented by every pattern of human-animal
relation.

In searching for those mechanisms, this article will try to construct ten models of

” « » o« ”

human-animal relation, i.e. “hunting”, “eating”, “sacrifice”, “ritual (for departed soul

” o« ”» s ” o« ” o«

of animal) ”, “subordination”, “imitation and contagion”, “pet and companion”, “taboo
and worship”, “symbolic representation”, “incarnation and transformation”.

In the last part of this article, we will try to classifying the models more deeply
and dynamically, by using the following dual dimension diagram. That is, “internal”
or “external” of social-cultural frame, as vertical axis; and “concentrated” on group or

“distributed” on personal, as horizontal axis.
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