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Abstract

The aim of this paper is to show the Idealtypus of the Islamic politics, i.e., the Ca-
liphate (Khilafah), which is the key concept to understand the contemporary so-called
Islamic movements because the Caliphate is still the normative Islamic polity binding
on Muslims as The Encyclopedia of Islamic Jurisprudence (al-Mawsii ‘ah al-Fighiyah)
which is endorsed by the Ministry of the Religious Endowments and Islamic Affairs of
Kuwait clarifies that the establishment of the Caliphate is obligatory by consensus of
Islam.

At the time of the accomplishment of the revelation of Allah and the conquest of
the Arabian Peninsula under Islam, the form of the Islamic mission was transformed
from the propagation of faith and ethics for the individual to the expansion of the terri-
tory governed by Islamic law and the liberation of all oppressed human beings through
jihad. Jihad freed the people from the tyranny of their unjust rulers and their lives and
property were protected under Islamic Law and in addition Ummah (Muslim Commu-
nity) and various sub-communities enjoyed autonomy in their religious fields.

The governance of the Prophet Muhammad was “theocractic”, but the rule of
the caliph is “secular” because he inherited only the political authority of the Prophet,
pluralistic because it leaves the Ummah and other religious communities to self-gov-
ernance in the field of religion including not only religious rituals but also family laws
and dress-codes, and anti-totalitarian because it does not force its ideology on the non-
Muslims or on the Muslims themselves.

The “House of Islam” is the law-governed territory in which the caliph, the head

of the Ummah, rules according to Islamic law and plural religious communities coexist
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while enjoying religious autonomy. The fact that there should be only one caliph sym-
bolizes the unity of the Islamic domain and guarantees the freedom of movement of
human beings, commodities, moneys (or capitals), and information. So the abolishment
of borders which hinder the movement of the people is an indispensable and essential
aspect of the Islamic order.

The establishment of the Caliphate Khilafah is an obligation under Islamic law.
The Caliph is responsible for enforcing Islamic law, as well as being the living symbol
of the unity of the “House of Islam”. Therefore the obligation to establishment of the
Caliphate is actually an obligation to abolish the “territorial national states” which have
divided the Islamic world into separately governed parts that are being ruled according
to Western law, and to reestablish the “House of Islam”, as a unified, Islamic domain.

The reestablished Caliphate will not rush into war for the Islamic mission, because
contemporary war in which inhumane weapons of mass-destruction are used clearly
opposes the war ethics of Islam. The relation between the caliphate, or the “House of
Islam” and the external world might be described as a “peace” by truce in principle.
The coming caliphate in the “House of Islam” will vie with the “House of War” as to
which of the two is more comfortable to live in, attracting immigrants in the external

world under the truce.
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