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pupil’ orphan who is a minor and hence a ward XIV — (Wycl. Bible);
one under instruction XVI. — (O)F. pupille m. and fem. or its source, L.
papillus, -illa orphan, ward, secondary dim. (on pupulus, -ula) of pupus
boy, pupa girl.s)

pupil® circular opening in the iris of the eye. XVI. = (O)F. pupille or L.
pupilla (cf. Sp. pupila, It. pupilla), secondary dim. of pupa girl, doll, pupil of
the eye (see prec.). The application of the L. words to the pupil of the eye
is based on or parallel to, that of Gr. kore maiden, girl, doll, pupil (the

allusion being to the tiny images of persons or things that may be seen



therein).”

BB, FUITHEIIBVWTLIF VEIBWVWTY, [UE] 2E+TEI
BEFLIS/NE R NDEABES L 22555 [HIL] BEY bERLZDOTH 5,
HAZED [OEa] MF42] GEEMCIZZAZR TAR] [BOF] i
VW), SHIIFERED BT [BA] LVIRELHLOT, YRET
<BE>DRN7bL, TREFMURBICIZLDLHLLEW L RLT
HAHHN, ERICET AR EMIIEM TH D, FIBIHLPEEEED
BUCTERE, BERUTLLZ) CREVI ENTD D, KX 2 BRAER
LTAREOHMAEEDH LTV 20 LARVOTH 5,

swallow', swallow’ &>, <>
pupil’ (L) 2% pupil' (BET) 25 DEROREIZHEE 2 VDI LT,
swallow' (V/¥%) & swallow® (DA T ) DBFAITE L BIRFEDEH L
FTLCRALERICE 72D TH B,

swallow' bird of the genus Hirundo. OE. swealwe = OS. swala, OHG. swa-
lawa (Du. zwaluw, G. schwalbe), ON. svala:-CGerm. (exc. Gothic)* swalwon ;
other Germ. types (1) lack w in the final syll, (2) have an m -suffix, (3)
have a dim. k -suffix; Russ. solovej, Czech slavik nightingale are assumed

6)
to be cognate.

swallow® take into the stomach through the mouth and gullet; transf.
and fig. OE. swelgan, pt. swealh, swulgon, pp. swolgen = OS. far|swelgan,
OHG. swel(ahan, swalh, giswolgan (Du. swelgen, G. schwelgen), ON. svelga,
svalg, sulgu, solginn, : —CGerm. str. vb. (not in Goth.). f.* swelg- *swalg-
*swulg-, repr. also by OE. geswelhg gulf, abyss, OHG. swelgo glutton, ON.
svelgr whirlpool, devourer, sylgr draught. Weak forms of pt. and pp.
appeared XIV. The encroachment of the o of the pp. and the a of the pt.
upon the present was from XII and X respectively.s)
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Comparing English Words
with Chinese Characters

—on pupil and swallow —

Yoji Kawano

It is a well-known story that the pupil of the eye is so called from the little
images which appear in it. Strangely enough, the corresponding Chinese
character is also the combination of an “eye” sign and a “little boy” sign, which
suggests the coincidence in the making of the words. But a closer study reveals
an almost unbelievable fact. There seems to be no connection between the
“little boy” sign in the Chinese character and the image seen in the opening in the
iris of the eye, because the sign in question originally meant a “slave who was
made blind by piercing through the eyes.” Thus, the character signifies “the
pierced part i.e. opening (in the iris) of the eye.”

On the other hand, fo swallow derives from a totally different source from
swallow (bird name). The Chinese character equivalent to it, however, combines
the signs of a “mouth” and a “swallow” (bird). Dr. Akiyasu Todo, an authority
on Chinese character origins, declares that there is no correlation between the
two Chinese characters (swallow and to swallow), saying that the swallow sign in
the verb in question is used only as a phonetic sign.

The present thesis aims at pointing out a few instances of irony in etymology

between English and Chinese words.



