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ABSTRACT

The curricula of the teacher training courses are made of three components:
general education, specialized education, and pedagogical education. Emphasis
varies depending upon the level and kind of schools. The authors argue that
international/cross-cultural understanding need be included in the teacher
training curriculum for pre-service education to meet the changes in society.
The action plan of the UNESCO's 44th Session in Geneve in 1994 for advancement
of international understanding, and the results of the poll administered to the
principals of some 1,400 elementary and junior high schools from three prefec-
tures in the western Japan are discussed.
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Aim
To help children develop the knowledge, attitudes and skills which are relevant
to living in a multicultural society and an interdependent world.

Objectives for world studies

@ Knowledge
Ourselves and others

Pupils should know about their own society and culture and their place in
it. They should also know about certain societies and cultures other than
their own, including minority cultures within their own society. They
should understand the nature of interdependence, and the economic and
cultural influence - both helpful and harmful - of other people on their
own way of life.
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Rich and poor
Pupils should know about major inequalities of wealth and power in the
world, both between and within other countries and in their own. They
should understand why such inequalities persist and about efforts being
made to reduce them.

Peace and conflict
Pupils should know about the main conflicts currently in the news and in
the recent past, and about attempts to resolve such conflicts. They should
also know about the ways of resolving conflicts in everyday life.

Our environment
Pupils should know about the basic geography, history and ecology of the
earth. They should understand the interdependence of people and planet and
should know about measures being taken to protect the environment both
locally and globally.

The world tomorrow
Pupils should know how to investigate and reflect on a variety of possible
futures: personal, local, national and for the world as a whole. They
should also be aware of ways in which they may act to influence the
future.

@Attitudes

Human dignity
Pupils should have a sense of their own worth as individuals, and that of
others, and of the worth of their own particular social, cultural and
family background.

Curiosity
Pupils should be interested to find out more about issues related to
living in a multicultural society and an interdependent world.

Appreciation of other cultures
Pupils should be ready to find aspects of other cultures of value to
themselves and to learn from them.

Empathy
Pupils should be willing to imagine the feelings and viewpoints of other
people, particularly people in cultures and situations different from
their own.

Justice and fairness
Pupils should value genuinely democratic principles and processes at
local, national and international levels and be ready to work for a more
just world.

®Skills
Enquiry
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Pupils should be able to find out and record information about world
issues from a variety of source, including printed and audio-visual, and
through interviews with people.

Communication skills
Pupils should be able to describe and explain their ideas about the world

in a variety of ways: in writing, in discussion and in various art forms;
and with a variety of other people, including members of other groups and
cultures.

Grasping concepts
Pupils should be able to understand certain basic concepts relating to

world society, to use these concepts to make generalisations and to
support and test these.

Critical thinking
Pupils should be able to approach issues with an open and critical mind
and to change their ideas as they learn more.

Political skills
Pupils should be developing the ability to influence decision making at

local, national and international levels.
(developed from an original model contributed by Robin Richardson in Ideas
into Action: Curriculum for a Changing World, World Studies Project of the
One World Trust, 1980) (cited in Fisher & Hicks, 1992:25)
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