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Abstract

This paper presents an overview of the characteristics and evolution of Japanese
automotive industry, based upon statistics in the government Census of Manufacturers,
carried out in 1991 and 2002.

In 2002, there were 22 officially sanctioned ‘industrial districts’ in which the
automotive industry exhibited a specified coefficient of greater than one and was the
largest of 32 industrial sectors. '

The characteristics and evolution of the automotive industry over the period are
analysed using a tripartite categorization of these 22 industrial districts. The industrial
disctricts can be separated into three main categories: those in Aichi prefecture, those in
the Tokyo metropolitan area, and those in ‘wide-area industrial spheres’. The latter
category of industrial districts are further divided into two sub-categories depending upon
whether the district hub-factory is the head office or branch factory of the corresponding

auto manufacturer.
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