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 Ø

Ø

Li & Thompson A topic, then, is typically a noun phrase 

(or a verb phrase) that names what the sentence is about, is definite or generic, occurs in sentence-initial 

position

 

A: n  kàn guo L sì méiy u?    

B: méi kàn guo. Ø  
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Ø1

Ø2 (=(5)) 

Ø1

 Ø2

Ø1

Ø2

Ø1 Ø2

Ø3

 Ø1  Ø2  3

Ø1 Ø2 Ø3

Ø1 Ø2 Ø3 Ø

Ø2 Ø
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10 b c  

 

Ø

Ø

 

b

c

 

16 b c  

 

Ø

 

Ø  

 

b c

 

17 18 b c  
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Ø1 (=(5)) 

Ø2

 

Ø2

Li & Thompson

 

Ø1 Ø2

Ø3

Ø2

 

Ø Ø Ø Ø Ø

Ø

Ø1 Ø3

Ø2  

Ø
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